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Wycombe Wildlife 
Group is a registered 
charity No.1075175
with the following 
objects: 

To conserve the 
environment, mainly using 
volunteers, for the benefit 
of the public. 

To educate the public in 
the principles and practice 
of conservation.
 
Within and around 
Wycombe District 
the Group: 

Surveys wildlife habitats 
and their associated flora 
and fauna, giving those 
taking part plenty of 
opportunities to increase 
their knowledge and 
identification skills. 

Resources permitting, 
helps manage local 
wildlife sites by 
undertaking practical 
conservation work and
provides advice to 
schools, other bodies and 
individuals on all aspects 
of wildlife. 

Stimulates public interest 
in wildlife and its 
conservation, organising 
walks, talks and other 
activities covering a wide 
range of wildlife topics.

Provides advice on and 
encourages wildlife 
gardening.

Co-operates with other 
groups with similar aims. 

Editorial

As stated in the Editorial for the May newsletter, we plan to continue 
issuing our newsletters 3 times a year, retaining the January, May and 
September issue dates, although these might need to be delayed in the 
event of insufficient material being available in time to meet the target 
issue dates or other circumstances beyond our control.

As it has not been possible to meet the September 2024 target date for 
several reasons, this issue has been dated October 2024.

Obituary

We were sorry to hear of the death of Brian Vincent Saunders on 15 June 
2024 at the Cherry Tree Nursing Home in Saunderton at the age of 95 after 
a period of declining health and reduced mobility. He had been a member of 
Wycombe Wildlife Group for 15 years.

The 33rd Wycombe Wildlife Group AGM 

James Donald welcomed everyone to the 33rd AGM, held at Hughenden 
Valley Village Hall on 21st June 2024.

The meeting started with a tribute to Roger Wilding. 

Roger is a founder member and started his long association with the Group 
some 35 years ago when on 23 April 1989 he joined the Keep Hill Walk to 
launch the Group then known as Wycombe Urban Wildlife Group. 

The Group’s first newsletter, Wycombe Wildlife News, was published in 
January 1990 and one of the contributors to it was none other than Roger 
with an article on Chairborough Road Public Open Space (to become 
Chairborough Local Nature Reserve). At this time ‘the Wilding Family’ was 
already being credited for the drawings by Frances, Roger’s wife, who has 
continued to provide illustrations right up to today and must be thanked for her 
support, alongside Roger. 

A year later in the January 1991 Newsletter, Roger was promoting wildlife 
gardening, a theme for the Group which is still current today, and in 1992 
Roger is listed as Secretary for the Group. 

January 1994 saw Roger being congratulated as Voluntary Warden of the 
Chairborough Nature Reserve and by the end of that year Wildlife Gardening 
Officer was added to his role as Group Secretary and, of course, Roger was 
still writing articles for the Newsletter. 

Skipping a few years, by January 2000 Roger is the Group’s Site 
Management Coordinator and by 2003 Roger was still contributing to the 
Newsletter but had also taken on the role of Chairman for the Group. 
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By 2012 Roger had also taken on production of the Newsletter with his signature ‘Chairman’s Chat’ 
introduction to each edition. 

Roger has long been arranging and leading walks and fungus forays, and taking a leading role in 
the arrangements for members meetings. 

As we come up to date Roger has decided to scale down his activities and has retired from the 
Executive Committee but he will remain a member of the Group and continue to produce the 
newsletter, as sufficient material becomes available, and with the support of his son, Richard, will 
continue to maintain the Group’s website. 

The members present reminisced on the many things that Roger had contributed to, including his 
creation of the Round Wycombe Walk, which will possibly be his most enduring contribution. The 
walk is detailed on the website, and can be found at: https://www.wycombewildlife.org.uk/resources/
wildlife-walks

Members expressed their hope to see Roger and Frances at meetings for years to come and 
showed their appreciation for Roger’s efforts, and the support Frances has given, both to Roger, and 
the Group, in the usual way. 

The meeting moved on to the AGM Business. 

Full minutes of the meeting will be circulated to all members ahead of the 34th AGM in 2025 but In 
summary: 

•	 Apologies for absence were noted 

•	 The following reports were approved by the members: 
Minutes of the 32nd AGM held 19 May 2023 
Vice chairman’s report 
Treasurer’s financial statement for year ended 31 March 2024 

•	 The 2023/2024 executive committee retired and James Donald, Peter Osborn, Peter Bailey, 
Karen Roberts, Paul Bowyer, & Jeff Herschel were re-elected 

•	 Julie Hopton and Wendy Thomas retired from the committee at the AGM and were thanked for 
their past support 

•	 A discussion was held on the ways members could actively support the Group and the AGM 
meeting closed at 21:45pm
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Opportunities to attend guided walks around the existing 
“Round Wycombe Walk” 

Having decided to provide further opportunities for members to undertake guided walks around 
the sections of Wycombe Wildlife Group’s Round Wycombe Walk, the first of these was 
arranged for Saturday 15 June to cover the section from Kingsmead to Burrough’s Grove.

A lot of planning went into the creation of The Round Wycombe Walk and it was considered that 
a further series of guided walks around the routes should be arranged occasionally. This would 
ensure that the printed details of the walk are reviewed from time to time and any changes 
considered necessary could be made. 

This guided walk around Section 1 of the walk was enjoyed by the four members who turned 
up for the walk, which I had arranged to lead despite having some doubts about my ability to 
undertake it following a recent operation. The walk started off badly, as I failed to notice that the 
path leading to the starting point at Kingsmead was flooded. The vegetation covering the path 
hid this problem and although I had a pair of wellingtons in my rucksack, I had not realised that 
they were needed at this point and I had to undertake the whole of the walk in them without 
socks as these had got soaked along with the shoes I was wearing when I entered the flooded 
path. 

The walk was enjoyed by those taking part but much of the route was slippery due to the 
weather conditions. We were all rewarded by a good range of wildflowers, however, especially 
alongside the path which leads down from the top of Spring Lane at Flackwell Heath into 
Sheepridge Lane.

Despite some drizzle, the rain did not turn out to be the problem we thought it would and, 
although I kept apologising for my slow walking, especially on the uphill gradients, it did provide 
more time for looking at the pathside vegetation. We were pleased to see a number of orchids in 
flower alongside Monkton Lane.

Opportunities for guided walks around the other sections of the Round Wycombe Walk will be 
arranged from time to time. The most recent walk was organised on Saturday 5th October, 
covering the second section of the walk from Burrough’s Grove to West Wycombe via Marlow 
Bottom, Booker Woods and Towerage. 

Roger

Planned “Round Sands Walk”

Hopefully the much shorter planned Round Sands Walk can be finalised and published soon. 
This new walk will cover Castlefield Wood, Rowliff Wood, Five Acre Wood, Round Wood, High 
Barbers Wood, Sunters Wood, Sands Bank and Wood, Toweridge Lane, Park Farm, Chapel 
Lane, Desborough Recreation Ground and Desborough Castle. 

This walk provides opportunities to enjoy views, fauna and flora, and historical locations. Car 
parking in Sands can be difficult but there is a frequent bus service from and back to the town 
centre. 

Roger



WWG 173

Walk at Marlow

On Thursday 11th July I led a nature walk at Marlow. We met at 10.30am at Steve Redgrave’s 
statue and proceeded along the towpath in the direction of Henley, looking mainly at the wild 
flowers on the riverbank and in the water meadows. In the field next to Higginson Park there was 
a profusion of Purple Loosestrife, Meadowsweet, Wild Valerian and Tufted Vetch. I have never 
seen it look so colourful. Walking slowly along the towpath, we were able to see plenty of Banded 
Demoiselle damselflies, and Yellow Waterlilies, and huge clumps of Angelica, Hogweed and 
Hemlock Water Dropwort, also Skullcap and Gipsywort.

We turned from the path to take a track at a right angle, to walk alongside the grounds of Pens 
Place, the very beautiful Arts and Crafts style house with grounds reaching down to the river. 

A lot of re-wilding has been undertaken there, and the results are extremely impressive. Dead 
timber has been left in situ, and wide ditches have been opened up, to reveal clumps of the 
native Yellow Loosestrife, Greater Water Plantain, Thalictrum (Meadow-rue), Water Speedwell 
and Brooklime. The water in the ditches was never still. It was alive with minute water creatures, 
mainly unseen. It is amazing how wildlife can colonise a site, if only given a chance. What will we 
see next I wonder? A Beaver perhaps?

Frances Wilding
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Walk at Henley

On Thursday 15th August, a group of WWG members, not forgetting Guinness the dog, met 
outside the River and Rowing Museum at Henley to look at the plants in the adjoining water 
meadows.

There is a charming way in, over some large stepping stones that straddle the back stream 
overhung with Bullace trees (an uncommon wild plum).

Unfortunately, the site had become rather overgrown, and reeds rather impeded our progress 
at times. Still, there was plenty of colour from Purple Loosestrife, Angelica, Hogweed, Fen 
Bedstraw, the native Yellow Loosestrife and Orange Balsam. We walked to the end of the 
meadow, and saw impressive Swamp Cypress and Dawn Redwood trees, both of which are 
deciduous conifers.

We kept to the towpath on the way back, and this was where we encountered, believe it or 
not, many interesting plants growing out of the edge of the concrete, where all of the boats are 
moored. Among the plants were Triffid Bur-Marigold, Lesser Swinecress, Silverweed, Water 
Figwort, Skullcap, Ivy-leaved Toadflax, Henbane, Gipsywort and Hemp-agrimony.

We all had a most enjoyable walk. If we did the walk again, I think we would start it at the 
towpath, which had so many species in such unlikely circumstances. 

Frances Wilding
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Butterfly walk at Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens on Saturday 13th July

On a bright warm day ten people gathered for this event. This year, butterflies have not been 
plentiful and we weren’t expecting a lot. 

The first part of the walk took us through an area with long wild grasses.This area has been 
deliberately left to encourage insects to thrive. Here we saw Meadow Brown, Ringlet and 
Gatekeeper butterflies as well as a Burnet Companion day flying moth.

We then entered an area where there were many cultivated roses. These provided nectar 
sources for more insects. We saw a couple of micro moths here. 

On the southern edge of the gardens there are some compost heaps. It is usually worth looking 
around these for butterflies. Not today, but we passed along the perimeter fence and saw a few 
Gatekeepers on the bramble patches. We then came to the lake which is in the grounds of Stoke 
Park. The vegetation at the edge of the lake is not cultivated and is composed of a number of 
wild flowers and grasses including Weld, St John’s wort and Greater Bird’s foot Trefoil. Amongst 
these we saw a lot of freshly emerged Blue-tailed Damselflies. On the lake we spotted Egyptian 
and Greylag Geese and beyond, two Oystercatchers.

At the end of the walk there is an area of wild grasses and flowers and here we saw Small 
Skipper, Small White, Large White and Peacock butterflies and a Silver-Y day flying moth.
Thanks go to Frances Wilding for identifying a lot of wild flowers most of which I can’t remember, 
and Franzi Cheeseman, head gardener, for inviting us again for our walk.   

Paul Bowyer
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Moth trapping in Seer Green with John and Joan Hoar

The weather for this event was dry over night but by 10 o’clock on Saturday morning, heavy rain 
had set in. Moth Identification continued in John’s gazebo where the moth trap had been put. 47 
species were identified , 10 of which were micro moths mostly identified by Karen.

Jersey Tiger Moth

Most of the species were common to this area and season. The most numerous were the 
Jersey Tiger and the Large Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing both with counts of 22. Other 
distinctive species identified were Brimstone, Setaceous Hebrew Character, Common Marbled 
Carpet, Gypsy Moth, Light Emerald, Angle Shades, Maiden’s Blush, Flounced Rustic, and the 
Spectacle. All moths were released on Saturday evening. 

This was a successful moth trap and thanks go to John and Joan Hoar for letting us use their 
garden.

Paul Bowyer  
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Moth trapping in Flackwell Heath 

On the morning of Saturday 21st September, Paul and Karen opened their Flackwell Heath 
garden for WWG members to view the moths trapped in the garden the previous night. The 
following 17 moth species were identified :- 

Brimstone
Box-tree Moth (4)
Angle Shades
Dusky Thorn (3)
Light Emerald (5)
Large Yellow Underwing (4)
White-point (6)
Vine’s Rustic
Lesser Yellow Underwing (2)
Light Brown Apple moth (4)
Square-spot Rustic (2)
Setaceous Hebrew Character
Willow Beauty (3)
Beaded Chestnut
Snout
Burnished Brown
Pale Mottled Willow

Angle shades

Bearded Chestnut
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Update on a task undertaken by WWG members 32 years ago 

In 1992 WWG and Wycombe District Council organised an event entitled Wycombe Bat Week 
and one of the associated tasks was the conversion of a former military pill box on the perimeter 
of Booker Airpark into a bat cave.

The 1992 task required the removal of years of enveloping blackthorn growth, but the results 
were impressive. A few years ago I visited the site and was disappointed to find that the structure 
was lacking the care and attention it deserved. I went for a walk along the public footpath 
alongside the airfield recently, however, and was pleased to see that the structure had been 
exposed and the surrounding area cleared. A quick glance inside revealed that the lock on the 
entrance door was broken and that the interior needed some attention as it contained litter and 
some barbed wire. As I was on my own, I did not attempt to go inside the structure.

The photos show the construction of the bat cave in 1992 and the current structure and its 
surroundings.

Roger
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My lawn

I have decided not to take part in the “No Mow May” recommendation, simply because if I left the 
lawn to grow I would not then be able to mow it at all.

I therefore keep mowing regularly, and as we are on a clay soil, this supports flowers like Selfheal 
(Prunella), plus White Clover and Daisies, also Creeping Buttercup. They have all learnt to flower 
at ground level, resulting in a lawn studded with charming mauve, yellow and white flowers.

I never feed or use weedkiller, and I am justly proud of the lawn, which has bees visiting it all 
summer long.

Roger manages our other lawn, and does not mow it in the Summer months, instead cutting clear 
paths through for easy access. It was very colourful late Summer, and he mowed at the end of 
Summer, removing the grass cuttings to enable a good show the following year.

Frances Wilding

Tweets

We have had a nest of Carrion Crows in a large conifer at the top of our garden. There are three 
babies, all of which have fledged and have been practising fluttering from tree to tree, making a 
considerable noise. 

At the beginning of the Summer, the diligent parents were taking their youngsters for advanced 
flying lessons, going considerable distances before returning to our trees. They all have a real 
conversation with each other when they return, displaying a huge repertoire of sounds, which 
unfortunately I do not understand. It might be something like this - “I did something ever so 
daring just now”, or “Dad’s made us fly a long way today. I’m exhausted!” They have been so 
entertaining and are still with us at the end of the Summer.

Frances Wilding
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Joining Wycombe 
Wildlife Group

To join our Group, please complete 
a copy of the form on the right  

and send to 

The Membership Secretary, 
15 Cherrywood Gardens, 

Flackwell Heath, HP10 9AX

Subscription £6 per annum, if paid 
by Standing Order, or £7 per annum, 

if paid by cash or cheque.

Please enrol me as a member of  
Wycombe Wildlife Group
Name   ......................................................................
Address   ..................................................................
..................................................................................
Telephone   .............................................
Email   .....................................................

EITHER Payment by bank standing order
To .......................................................... Bank
............................................................... Branch
Address..............................................................
...........................................................................
NEW standing order instruction:
Account to be debited (your account details)
Sort code   .............................
Account number   .............................
Account name   .............................
Beneficiary bank and payee details
Lloyds, 27-31 White Hart Street,  
High Wycombe, HP11 2HL 
Sort code  30 99 50    Account number: 69994368
Account name: Wycombe Wildlife Group
Payment details
Amount of payment: £6.00 Six pounds
Frequency: Annually
From:
Number of payments: 		  Until further notice 
Signature 				    Date 

OR Payment by cheque or cash 
I enclose cheque/cash for £7.00,  
payable to Wycombe Wildlife Group. 

Contacting Wycombe 
Wildlife Group

Wycombe Wildlife Group can
be contacted by visiting its website 
www.wycombewildlife.org.uk and

sending us an email via the 
“Contact Us” page. 

As well as for general enquiries, 
this email can be used to send
us details of interesting local 

wildlife sightings for inclusion in 
the newsletter we circulate 3 times 
a year, giving us the species, date 

and location of the sighting and 
any associated information likely to 

be of interest to our members.


